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Perlons,Companiogs of the Moſt Noble 
| Order of. the, Garter. el 


TP Kings. 110 Excellent Majeſty, . | 
The King of Denmark. 
Hie Royal gighn, e Duke of Were 
The Duke o Newbuf gh. | 1 - | 
Prince Nledbor palatine. 2 — e 4 1 
Prince Rupert. 3 
Prince of Aurange. 
Algernon Earl of 11 Lord Yigh Cone: 

able at the Coronation 4. f 3 
Thomas Earl of Barkſhire. 1 2 
William Earl of Salisbury. xr: 7 
*Chartes Dakz of Letiox'and Michmond. | 
Thomas Earl of Southampton, Lerd High ts. - 

of England. 
George Duke of Albeavdle, General of all: his Aa- 

Jeſties Forces. | 
Aubery Earl of Oxford: 
James Duke of — en — E Pre Mas. 

Jeſties Houſhold. - - 
William Earl! of Newealtſe.” | 
Mdontagu Earl of Lindley. 
Edward Ear! of Mancheſter. 
William Earl of $trafford. 
Edward Earl of Sandwich, Fr 
General Marcin. 
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Relation of the manner of the Eli 


Gion and Inſtallation of the Noble Order of 
St. George, at Windlore, & 


Efore I Come to ſpeak of the Statutes of 
this noble Order, it will be neceſſary 
to acquaint the Reader with it's Foun- 
der, and the occaſion of it's Inſtitution. 
The Founder of it was Edward the third 
King of England, a perſon of à molt ac- 

compliſht Virtue, the Thunderbolt of War, and in 
times of Peace nothing inferiour to-any Law- 
maker of the belt ages ſo much celebrated. This 
moſt excellent Prince, the Glory of his times, and a 
chief Ornament of Europe, having Da | 
vailed both againſt the French and Scottiſh Kings, 
diſcomforted their Armies and taken one of them in 


Perſon, ordained this moſt Noble Order and ſociety - 


of Knights, ſo to adorn their Valour, manifeſted 


in the Warres with honor the reward of Virtue. 
There number 26. no more ut pretium faciat raritee, - 


leaſt being elſe communicated unto many it might at 
laſt become deſpicable, nor ever have our Kings ex; 
ceeded the number, but ſtill coakned themſelves un- 

to the firſt intention of hd! Founder; Fox the ocea- 
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ſion of its Inſtitution it is generally received that it 
took beginning from a Garter of the Queen, or ra- 
ther of Joan Gounteſs of Salisbury, a Lady of In- 


comparable Beauty which fell from her as ſhe dan- 


ced, and tlie King taking it up from the ground, a 
number of Nobles and Gentlemen ſtanding by laugh- 
ing at it, The King ſaid that ſhortly it N come 
to paſs that Garter ſhuuld be in high Honor, and e- 
ſtimation: adding withall theſe words in French Ho- 
1 Soit qui maly penſe, (i. e.) Shame be to him that 
evill thinks. Which after was the Motto, or Impreſs 


of the Garter. Which were it ſo (ſaith Mr. Cambden 


it needs not-ſeem to be a baſe original thereof, cpni- 
ſidering as one fſaith-Nobilitas ſub amore jacet, He 


adds withall that ſome report how from his own Gar- 


ter, given forth as a ſignall of a battail which ſpeed 
ſo fortunatly, he called them Knights of the Garter. 
But whatſoever the occaſion was, likely it is that it 
took this name from the blew Garter, which the Fel- 
lows of it weare on their left leg: carrying the afore- 
ſaid Impreſs wrought with Golden Letters, and en- 
chaſed with precious ſtones -and faſtened with a 
Buckle of Gold, as with the bond of moſt inward ſo- 
ciety in token of Unity and Concord, that ſo there 
might be aCommunion as it were of Virtues and good 
will among them. Dr. Cowel reports in his Interpre- 
ter that he hath ſeen an antient Monument wherein 
it doth appear that this moſt Noble Order is a Col- 
ledge or Corporation, having a Common Seal conſi- 
ſting of the Kings of England as Soveraigns thereof 
or chief Guardians of it 25 Knight fellows ( as they 
call them or Companions ) of the Garter 14 Canons 
Reſident being Secular Prieſts, 13 Viears or Chorall 
g >: > Ws Prieſts, 


030 
prieſts, and 26 of the inferiour ſortꝰof Gent ey, Mili- 
tar y- men counnnonly called POD Knights of nd. 
fore ( whereof indeed there ate but twelve) There 
belongs alſo to this Heroic Order the prelate of the 
Garter which is the Lord Bithop of Minton for the 
time being ; a Chancellor, a Regiſter thereof which 
alwaies is the Dean 0b Fizdſorey: An Uſher which is 
one of the Uſhers ob the Kings Chamber called the 
Black rod, and laſt of all a Chief Herauld, even the 
moſt principall of all; Garter firſt King at Arms, In- 
ſtituted by that Victorious prince King; Henry the 
fifth, to attend Chiefly on this Order, and to do 
them ſervice at their Funera s. 

A brief View of ſome of the Statutes of this Or- 


der, The Kings of Exgland are (as I faid before) 


the Soveraignes of this Noble Order, and either do 
in per ſon or by their lawfull Deputies by them na- 
minated and appointed, elect the Fellows ofithe Or- 
der, and Solemnize the Feſtivals, and hold the Chap - 
ters. To them it alſo appertains to have the decla- 
ration, reformation; and diſpoſit ion of the Laws and 
"ſtatutes of the ſaid moſt Noble Order. Which Laws 
and ſtatutes were firſt Inſtitured and dJevifedbyi the 
Vicorivus.' Prince King Edward, of that name the 
third after reviſed and ratified by many of the ſuc- 
ceeding Kings. And on the Refommation of Religi- 
on much altered by King: Edward the ſixt. About 


this time ( ſnith Sir oba Hayward in hit Hiſtory = 
of this Prince) the Order was almoſt-wholly altered 


as by the ſtatutes thereof then made doth appear. 
A thing not to be wondered at, for eventhe Laws of 


the moſt ſetled States and Kingdoms have been often 


ehangecb and varied according toicotexfion arid the 


Princes 
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Princes pleaſure. Unto them alſo to the Soveraigns, 
I mean, or to their Deputies, it appertains to choſe 
and nominate into the Order whom they eſteem to 
be moſt worthy of that Honor, and like to be the 
greateſt Ornaments unto it. Yet ſo that fix at leaſt 
of the ſaid Fellows do conveene at the Election, and 
concurre in it, the reſidue of them being all war- 
ned to be there preſent, and ſuch as faile of their 
attendance without juſt cauſe, ſuch as the Soveraign 
ſhall approve, tobe amerced. In their Elections two 
things there are which they eſpecially obſerv. 

Firſt, that the Party nominated, be a Gentleman 
of Name, and Arms; for three deſcents both by the 
Fathers fide, and the Mothers ſide. For which cauſe 
when the Garter was reproachfully taken from the 
Lord William Pagit, by Dudly of Northumberland to 
give to Joba his Eldeſt ſon, the Earl of Warwick: he 
uſed this colour to diſguiſe that foule diſhonor 
that the ſaid Lord, ( as the firſt raiſer of his houſe ) 
was ſaid to be no Gentleman of blood, neither by 
father nor mother, as Sir obs Heyward tels the ſto- 
ry. C | | 
The ſecond thing to be obſerved is that the party 
nominated be without ſpot or foul reproach: as vis: 
not convict of Hereſy; nor attaint of Treafonz nor 


by his Prodigality and Riot decayed in his Eſtate, by 
means whereof he is not able to conſerve the Honor 


of bis Order; nor ſuch a one as ever fled in the day 
of Battailz his Soveraign Lord, or his Lieutenant be- 
ing in the field. In all which caſes a Knight Elected, 
and Inſtalled may alſo if it pleaſe the Soveraigne, be 
degrad ec. * 

The Party choſen by the Prince, if be be a ſtran- 
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gerJs certified thereof yon after by letters fro 


derhave been ſent unto him to confider of them, 


"whether or no he will accept of this Election. But 


this is a matter meerly formal; for commonly our 
Kings are firſt well aſſured of the Parties good affe- 
ction to them, before they chooſe him: and as for 
Soveraign Princes it is a true note of Ar. Cambders, 
Hat thrmoſt mighty of them have reputed it their 
chiefeſt Honour t | 

Company. If he accept it (as no queſtion but he will) 
then doth the Soveraign forthwith ſend unto him by 
his Ambaſſa dour and the chief Herald (commonly ) 
the whole Habit of the Order, with the Garter and 


the Collar where with they do inveſt him. And on 


the other ſide, the Prince or Stranger ſo inveſted, 
within convenient time, ſend their ſufficient Depu- 
7 with a Mantle of blew Velvet, to be inſtalled in 
their room at St. G EOR GE'S Church ini/ir/ore. 
But if the party choſen be a Subject of the Kingdom, 


the Garter is delivered to him preſently upon his 


Election, to ſigniſie that he is ehoſe into the Order. 


Aſterwards in the Chapter-houſe, upon the reading 
ef his Commiſſion re the Soveraign or his De- 

uty, he is inveſted with the Robe and with the 
Hood. Then follows the Inſtallment, performed 


with many grave and 'magnificerit Ceremonies: 


which done, he doth receive the Collar of the Or- 
der. This at their Inſtallations have alwayes an 
Oath adminiſtrated, that to their power, during the 
time they ſhall be fellows of the Order, they ſhall de- 


fend the Honour, Quarrels, Rights and Lordſhips, of 
the Soveraign, and bey ND ar. 


ſerve 
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veraign: and many times the Statutes of that Or- 


e choſen and admitted into this 
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ſerve the Honour of the ſaid Order: and all the Sta- 
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tutes of it they ſhall well obſerve, without fraud or 
covin- Which Oath is by the Natives of the King- 
dom taken abſolutely, and in terms; but many times 
by Strangers relatively and by halfes, in reference to 
ſome former Order. 3 ä N 
So when King Henry the third of France, was by 
the Earl of Darby inveſted with the Garter, Anno 
1585, he took his Oath to keep the Statutes of · the 
Order in all points, wherein they, were not oppoſite 
to the Order of St. Michael, and the Holj Ghoſt, to 
which he had been ſworn before. gon which rea- 
ſon alſo Frederick King of Denmark, though he did 
joyfully accept the habit of the Order, refuſed to, 
take the Oath at all becauſe he had been ſworn be- 
fore Cat his Inſtallation inthe. Order ef St. Michael) 
to the King of France. Zeing thus ſolemuly inſtal- 
led and ſeated in the place belonging to them in the 
Chappel, their next care is to faſten an Eſeoteheon 
of their Arms and Hachments, in a plate of mettal, 
uponthe back of their ſaid Stalls, which they re- 
move according as themſelves in- Order are advan- 
ced higher. And in that order they de alſochange 
the places of their Bannęrs, Swords and Helmets, 
which are continually ſet; over their ſaid Stalls, du- 
ning their heing ofthe Order.. This aply Þ the dif- 
ference, thad atithe death, of any of the Knights of 
this moſt Noble Order: their plate ef Arms is left 
for ever to that Stall, where laſt hey ſat, to preſerve 
their memory. : Whereas, the Sannen, Swerd and 
Helmet: are all. taken don, and offered wich all. due 
ſolemnit ies, the Offerings made by ſuch of tlie ſur- 
viving Knights, ahVã the Soveraign ſhall hedeiBvgs 
87221 te 


ted to that ſervice, I ſaid before 9 
their Plates, and Hachments, according as themſelves 
in order are advaneed higher in this Order, they takę 
place according to the 4 of their Creation, 
and not according to their Dignitics, Titles, and E- 
ſtates, ſo that ſometimes a Knight Bachelpur hath 

lace before an Earl or Baron, as not lang ſinee we 
had example in Sir Harry Lea Knight, keeper: of the 
Armory. Only in Honour unto Strangers Which be 
Dukes, or ſons and brethren unto forrein Kings and 
Princes, it is permitted that they take their pon 
and places according to their quality, | 
| Hitherto we have ſpoken of the Election of Saint 
GEORGE's Knights and their admiſſion to the 
Order. A little would be ſaid now of the means 


of Juſtice more to be commended 
than where it oy 


ic low 
but the exa 
which was 


Garter : becauſe he | ad: lepar 
(whichthe Exgliſ lolt )-without 1 
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bit üfterwards by means of his friends, ent upon 


| goo d excuſe and reaſom by him altedged in his del 


fende (for certainly be was a wiſe ond valiant Caps 
tain, however on the Stage they ee 


to make merry with bim) was reſtored to his Ho- 


our. The third and laſ means of dvoidance, is 
y Ceſſion or ſurrendry. and here of the exaryples 
ate alſo very few. This Lam ſure of (not to make 


further ſearch into it): that Ph] King of Spare. 


ing offended with Queen Elizabeth about her alter - 
ing of Religion, and thereby alienated from the 25. 

liſh, delivered back unto the Lord Vicount Meun- 
52 the Robes and Habit of the Order Where with 
he was inveſted on his Marriage with Queen Mah: 
By which his Act, as the Hiſtorian hath ob ferved, he 
ſeemed to break off utterly all amity and friendſtip 
with the Realm of Exglandi It is true indeed, King 
Philip being once reſolved to renounce his Order; 
was of neceſſity to ſend back the Habit; for {& tis 
ordained amongſt them, that even ſuch of them as 


: depart this life; are to take care eſpecially, that the 


Garter be reſtored to the Soveraign; by him, and by 
the eompany of the ſaĩd Order, xo be diſpòſect of ca 
fome other: examples im which Ad are inflate t 
relates FU T2 AR ERTSSD YHUINTOUE OLE 


53 Ji N Hod. 
* Windſore, the faireſt and moſt ſtately of bur u- 
8/1 PaJaces; was by King Edward who'adorned and 

etutified it, con eeived moſt fitto he the ſcat of this 
moſt excellent Order which he had eſtablithed;- Ai 
houſe indeed worthy ef ſeach Inhabitsneszihg there: 
fore worthily honoure#by them: For here riiey 


_ alwayesleave'in readineſſe che Mantle of their Or- 


der, to be laid up terthemn,. for any ſudden el. ances 
9:0 : Mg ; | Vinck . 


Nereda they ſolenmize the lai 

ethren,and perform their chi 8 4 lt, 
ich a reverend regard. they qwe the place, t 
they come withio' two. e it, 15 8080 rhar Hardie 


Mantles,which are their in — 7 R N unto 
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the 8 there make their off le pr Nor de 
their 


OCCAay 
100s — chirhergillchey have offered i In like. 
manner. 

2 Having ahus Jpoken of the. ſtatutes of this 8 
NobleOtder Wherebythey are and have, been Lgover- | 
ned, We will. deſcend in the next place to give you 
notice of their Patron, Which after the opinions of 
thoſe times, they choſę unto themſelves. Of which 
this Polydere Virgil. This order is (ſaith he) dedi; 
cated unto St GEORG E as the chief Saint, a 
Patron of the men of Wars whoſe Feſtival they 
therefore ſolemnly ohſe re with many noble Cere- 
monies. But what need Folidore have been prod: 
cequntoi —— ſinee from the Charter . t 

—— we haye a . teſtimouy more ax Fall, 
there Edward te och 5 of 
Almighty God, and of the be Bee Virg LS Mary, 
and of the Glorious Martyr St. G EO RGE, pa- 
tron of the Right Noble Realm of Englend, and to 
| ation of the Holy Catholick Faith, he had 
Fax oak eſtabliſhed, created and founded within 
his Caſtle of Windſare, a Company of twenry ſis 
Noble Knights to be 7 the { id moſt Noble — 


C03. 


indeed what Polidor hath W211 obſerved, with how 
reat Ceremony 22 Solemnity the Knights do Ce- 


brate this Feaſt : Aetending both en the Veſper, 


and the day it ſelf at Divine Service, attired inthe 
moſt rich and ſtately Mantels of the Order: and 


gallantly adorned with their moſt rich and ſumptu- 


ous Collars (Which we call of SS.) The Image of 
St. GEORGE, garniſhed with pearls and precious 
ſtenes, appendant to them. In which their going 
to the Church, and in their ſitting at the Table, 
they go and ſet by two and two, every one with his 


fellow which is fore againſt him 1a his ſtall. And if 


by chance it happen that his Fellow be not preſent 


he doth both go and ſet alone, I ſay if it ehanee to 
happen: for all the Fellows are obliged to be there 
| 7 preſent, without a juſt and reaſonable 


cauſe acceptable to the Soveraigne or his Deputy, 
and ſignified; hy ſpeeiall: letters of Excuſè?- G 
ther Pope a6 Rich magnificenee of this Feuſt Þ 
forbear to mention, as beipg unable to expreſtꝭ it. 


The mind is then beſt ſatisſied in fuck things as this, 
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when the eye hath ſeen them. Bue I proceed unto | 


St. GEORGE, of whieh their patrop, anduhe No- 
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Doth ſo advance thy name, and with its raiſe 
Splendant and glorious, ſo the world amaze: 
That Burgandy ber Golden Fleece negleFs 
Aud France St Michaels Collar diſreſpecks. 
And Spain and Malta both eſteem but ſmall, 


- Thoiv Groffed robes: Thy oraler uimt then alt; —— - 


— Hence it is, that the Knights of this moſt honora- 
ble Order, are called in Latine Equites Georgians, 
St. GEORGES. Knig , — Iſo m 

Engliſh ,. as in that paſſag 


ion. 


The Temple of St. George, where his honored Knights: | 
Upon the hallowed dag obſerve their antient rites, . 


The other. Ornaments and Habits belonging to 
this Order, beſides the Garter; are 2 Ct el 
tle, a Chaperon, a Cloak, a Girdle, and a Collar: 
all Stately and Magnificent, both for ſtuſſe and fa- 


Windſars relate uo mere the gloriou things... - 
Is ile thy guilded refers! au Taube of Kg. 
or thet thow art fo honored inthe muiess-- 
of George, thi Cappedbct ane inupri Kall. 
. Who clad in Mantels rich, tad cireuedround,  , 
The leg, with that the Garter ſo reuomſ d, „ 
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